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An inside look at your Cedarville investment
SPRING 2016
n Acts 11:19, Luke describes the 
founding of the church at Antioch, 
which becomes one of the most significant 
missionary-sending churches in the New 
Testament. Who started the church at 
Antioch? We don’t know their names; 
they are just unnamed, ordinary believers, 
with no college or 
seminary training, 
no church planting 
experience, no 
mission board 
behind them, just 
ordinary people 
through whom God 
had ordained for the 
Gospel to spread to the ends of the earth. 
This is how the Gospel is spreading 
among the nations today, 
through ordinary people.
We’ve got to explore the limitless 
possibilities that lie beyond people leaving 
jobs to work full time as church planters 
overseas. How can I get a degree that will 
be marketable and open up doors and 
opportunities for me to be a part of getting 
the Gospel to the nations? What are the 
gifts, skills, experiences, and education that 
you have that can be leveraged in this way? 
Do not underestimate what the power 
of God’s Spirit in you can accomplish for 
His glory through you in the world.
If you want to be a part of getting the 
Gospel and God’s love to those who’ve 
never heard it, it will cost you. But it will be 
worth it. What could be more important 
than proclaiming God’s love in Christ to 
people who’ve never even heard it? I beg 
you to see that this is a mission worth 
your life. It’s worth leveraging your gifts, 
your skills, your education to say, “God, 
use it all. I’m a blank check; use it all.”
“I consider my life worth nothing to me,” 
Paul says in Acts 20:24. “If only I may finish 
this race and complete this task the Lord 
Jesus has given me, this task of testifying to 
the Gospel of God’s grace.” May that verse 
resound in the hearts of students across 
the Cedarville campus. May the fruit of 
your lives resound 
to God’s glory far 
beyond this room. 
Ordinary people 
with extraordinary 
power, preaching 
the Gospel, praying, 
giving sacrificially, 
and suffering for 
the spread of His love to the nations.
Platt challenged students to not only 
pursue their degrees for Christ, but for 
ministry in His name. His message greatly 
impacted students, faculty, and staff 
alike and inspired them to serve in their 
local churches and communities.
I
THIS IS HOW THE GOSPEL IS SPREADING AMONG THE 
NATIONS TODAY, THROUGH ORDINARY PEOPLE.
Dr. David Platt spoke in January at Cedarville’s annual Missions Conference, 
stressing the importance of sharing the Gospel through missions work and 
local ministry. Read the excerpted message below to see how he challenged 
Cedarville students, faculty, and staff throughout the conference.
Maicol Venter ’07 and his wife, Amanda, are 
missionaries in Brazil. They have a daughter, Stella.
Cedarville’s daily chapel had an immense impact on 
Maicol while he was a student. “I truly appreciated 
my time at Cedarville, and one of the highlights of 
my time there was chapel,” he shared. “I enjoyed 
the focus on the Word and a diversity of speakers 
in chapel. Chapel was important because it 
challenged me on my personal walk with the Lord 
… to understand that I needed personal time with 
my Savior. Chapel helped mold my understanding 
of Scripture and how I communicated it.” 
Looking back, Maicol is grateful for his time at 
Cedarville. “Cedarville played a big part in many 
areas of my life. As a basketball player, I learned to 
play as a member of a team for a higher goal, the 
goal to glorify God through the game,” he explained. 
“As a student, I learned to appreciate the diversity 
of teachers and teaching styles. As a dorm mate, 
I learned to live life with individuals who were 
different than me. I learned to cultivate moments 
as a gift from the Lord, and to be challenged as 
well as challenge men to be likeminded in Christ. 
As a young man, Cedarville encouraged me to be 
centered on the Word, to have the courage to stand 
up for what is true, to pursue godliness in every 
moment, and to be humbled by the amazing love 
that Jesus has for me. Cedarville is still teaching 
me even after almost 10 years after graduation.”
Maicol attended this year’s Missions Conference 
and shared how it spoke to him. “The Missions 
Conference reinforced in me what I believed God 
was doing all along, that He had placed a desire 
in my heart for the nations, especially for Brazil,” 
he said. “It also gave me the opportunity to get 
to know some missionaries who were working 
all over the world, spreading the Gospel and 
taking the Good News of Jesus to all who were in 
desperate need for reconciliation with their Maker. 
The Lord has an amazing heart for the nations. 
He loves us abundantly and wants to involve us 
in His redemptive mission to save the lost.”
Your gifts inspire and equip students, like Maicol, 
to go wherever God leads them to serve.
Missionary Highlight
MAICOL VENTER ‘07
ow you start a semester says a great 
deal about any university campus. In 
a large sense, it reveals what an institution 
prioritizes and values for its students, 
faculty, and staff. For Cedarville University, 
we have the time-honored tradition of 
beginning every spring semester with 
our Missions Conference. For a span of 
three days, we welcome missionaries 
and speakers who come to inform and 
equip our students on how they can use 
their God-given talents and abilities to 
be faithful in the spread of the Gospel to 
every tribe, tongue, 
and nation.
This year, we were 
privileged to 
welcome Dr. David 
Platt, President of 
the International 
Missionary Board, 
along with 84 
missionaries from 
39 countries, representing 45 missions 
agencies. As you will see within this 
issue of the Update, Dr. Platt called on 
our students to consider how they could 
give their lives for the cause of the Great 
Commission. Asking our students, faculty, 
and staff to offer their lives as a “blank 
check” before God, Platt reminded each 
of us that God uses nurses, engineers, 
English teachers, historians, and any 
other vocational calling to work toward 
the spread of the Gospel, just as He uses 
full-time missionaries. Walking through 
the pages of Acts, Platt showed us how 
God routinely uses ordinary people with 
an extraordinary power of the Holy Sprit 
working through them for God’s glory. 
Such a message resonates with the very 
heart of Cedarville University’s mission. 
Every day, through more than 100 degree 
programs, we are working to equip each 
student to be the absolutely best future 
pharmacist, musician, or entrepreneur they 
can be, as a means of being obedient to the 
commission Christ has called each of us to 
fulfill. And at the center of this kingdom-
minded endeavor is chapel, which serves as 
the means for events such as our Missions 
Conference, Fall Bible Conference, and 
our chapel services which are held five 
days a week. Through chapel at Cedarville 
University, God has called students out 
of darkness and into the light, sparked 
moments of repentance and reconciliation, 
and yes, instilled in students, faculty, and 
staff a passion to see the name of Jesus 
preached where it has never been heard. 
As we prepare to renovate the Jeremiah 
Chapel this summer when it turns 20 
years old, I would like to ask you to 
prayerfully consider how you might 
support this crucial renovation project. 
Through your prayers and 
financial contribution, 
you can help us greatly in 
ensuring that Cedarville 
University continues to 
have a facility that allows 
for moments such as 
those we experienced 
in our spring Missions 
Conference. Ultimately, 
it’s not about the building that houses 
chapel that makes this project worthwhile, 
but what happens each and every day in 
chapel, as lives are transformed through 
the power of the Gospel “For the Word of 
God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ.” 
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WE WANT TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALUMNI TO INVEST 
INTO THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY 
— TO INVEST IN ETERNITY FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.
THE PRESIDENT’S Perspective
Dr. Rob Turner, Director of the Master of  
Ministry Program at Cedarville University
Harry Gebert, Strategy Adviser for ABWE
Scott Dunford, Vice President of Mobilization for ABWE
OTHER SPEAKERS AT THIS YEAR'S MISSIONS CONFERENCE INCLUDED:
Campaign for the Jeremiah Chapel
Cedarville’s annual Missions Conferences, hosted in the Jeremiah Chapel, have played 
an integral part in leading students into active mission roles as well as supporting 
missionaries currently in the field. Renovating and expanding the Jeremiah Chapel will 
allow Cedarville to continue our impact both in Cedarville and around the world.
This year Cedarville Students raised over $7,000 toward missions!
Partner with Cedarville in expanding our mission.
CEDARVILLE.EDU/CHAPELCAMPAIGN
RACHEL ROWLAND Home: New Jersey
Year: Junior
Major: Intercultural Studies – Missiology
Extracurricular activities: 
Choir, music, theatre, Global 
Outreach trips, Kappa Zeta Pi
Passions: Finding unique and interesting 
ways to engage people with the Gospel.
Hobbies: Classical music/opera, 
the arts, film, socializing
Explore more stories of how the 
Word of God and the Testimony 
of Jesus Christ advances across 
the world as Cedarville students 
live out the reality of the Gospel.
CEDARVILLE.EDU/CUGO
achel Rowland ’17 is an intercultural studies – missiology major at Cedarville 
University. She’s heavily involved in the music and theatre departments, takes part 
in Global Outreach trips, and is a member of Kappa Zeta Pi (a prayer and accountability 
organization). Rachel has gone on two missions trips during her time at Cedarville and 
hopes to go on more. She even organized and led a trip to New York City!
Rachel’s trips have given her a new enthusiasm for sharing the Gospel. “I learned a lot 
about what it means to actually be a servant. It’s always profound to see somebody 
reacting to the Gospel for the first time, or someone who’s new to the faith,” she shared. 
“When you’re sharing with an unbeliever about how they’re valuable in God’s eyes, it’s 
amazing to see that shift in their mindset.”
Because of generous gifts from donors like you, students like Rachel can attend 
Cedarville and have opportunities to share the Gospel across the country and  
around the world.
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